13th Sunday After Pentecost

September 3, 2017

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH
139 HORSEHEADS BLVD, ELMIRA HEIGHTS NY 14903
WWW.HOLYTRINITYORTHODOXCHURCH.ORG
Tone 4 || Hieromartyr Anthimus, Bishop of Nicomedia, and those with him.

Epistle: 1 CORINTHIANS 16:13-24

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Administrator:
Archpriest Alexey Karlgut
607-759-1833
Parish Council Warden:
Sdn. Shawn Michael Karney
607-481-8063

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
TODAY:
8:40AM - Hours,
and Fellowship

9:00AM - Divine Liturgy

THURSDAY, SEPT., 7th:
6PM - Great Vespers and Litya for Nativity
of the Theotokos
FRIDAY, SEPT., 8th:
NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS
8:40AM - Hours, 9:00AM - Divine Liturgy
SATURDAY, SEPT., 9th:
5PM - Great Vespers
SUNDAY, SEPT. 10th:
8:40AM - Hours,
and Fellowship

9:00AM - Divine Liturgy

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:33-42

Welcome to all our visitors and guests who participate in
our celebration of the Divine Liturgy today. We are glad
you are here. While Holy Communion may only be
received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our non
Orthodox guests are welcome to join us in venerating the
cross and receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of the
Liturgy. We also hope you will join us for the Fellowship
Hour.
The Nativity of the Theotokos: The Church New Year
presents us with one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the
Church this week. The Nativity of the Theotokos will be
celebrated on Thursday evening with GreatVespers and
Litya at 6pm and Divine Liturgy on Friday, September
9th at 9:00am.
Readers Workshop: Holy Trinity is in need of
additional people to help read during services, especially
Saturday Great Vespers and the Hours on Sunday
Morning. If you are interested, please speak with Sdn.
Shawn Michael or Reader William. Our hope is to offer
a workshop soon to help all readers learn the order of
services.
Parish Picnic: The Parish Picnic will be Sunday,
October 1st, following the Divine Liturgy. The picnic
will occur on the side lawn of the Church. The Parish
will provide meats for grilling. Please bring a dish to pass
and invite your family, friends, and neighbors to
participate in this Parish community event.
Fellowship Schedule

Readers Schedule:

Sept. 10th: Charlanow Family

Sept 9:

Sept. 17th: Cheplick Family

Sept. 16: Alexander Charlanow

Sept. 24: King and McKane Family

Sept. 23: Reader William

FIND US ON FACEBOOK: @HTOCELMIRAHEIGHTS

Reader Thomas
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Prayer List

Living:
Priest James
Liane
Archpriest Jason
Archpriest Stephen
Archpriest Herman
Mat. Myra
Rdr. David
Rdr. Thomas
Elizabeth
Kathleen
Peter
Helen
Leon
Katherine
Kate
Kristen
Anna
Reposed:

Archpriest John U.
Archpriest Alexander A.
Deacon Mark H.
Parker
Lindsay

Catechumen:

Theresa P (Tess)

Parish Children:
Lucia
Nathan
Jeremiah
Thomas
Andrew
Nikolai
Myra
Melania
Anthony
Alexei
Anysia
Nadia
Lydia
Caleb
Natalie
Elijah
Emilia
Shiloh
Patrick
Dimitri
Jonah
Gabriel
Anna
Katherine
Angelina
John
Julianna
Larissa
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Archpastoral Message of His Beatitude
Metropolitan Tikhon
on the Beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year, the Day of Prayer for Creation
September 1, 2017
To the Clergy, Monastics and Faithful of the Orthodox Church in America and to
all who are suffering as a result of Hurricane Harvey,
It was on September 1, 1989 that His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Demetrios I of blessed memory proclaimed the first day of the Ecclesiastical Year
as a “Day of Prayer for Creation.” Since that day nearly 30 years ago, faithful the
world over have offered prayers for creation, for its healing and good estate, for the
welfare of those who inhabit it, and for the inspiration to serve as wise and faithful
stewards over the many gifts and blessings God has so freely given to His People.
This message is especially poignant at this time in history, as we ponder the
tragedy of Hurricane Harvey, which during the last week of August had devastated
southeastern Texas and many other points along the Gulf Coast. The storm—
considered to be the worst in US history—relentlessly visited the region with a
record amount of rain, causing widespread flooding and other damage that in time
will experience its own “healing.” Countless individuals and families—many of
whom have lost everything as a result of the storm—are also in need of healing as
they patiently pursue the means by which life might once again return to “normal.”
And those who have lost their lives in the storm stand, above all, in our prayers,
that they may receive eternal rest “where there is neither sickness, nor sorrow, nor
sighing, but life everlasting.”
While grieving with those who have been devastated beyond measure by Hurricane
Harvey and its lingering effects, we proclaim boldly the hope that our Lord, Jesus
Christ, offers as He says, “Behold, I make all things new” [Revelation 21:5]. Our
most compassionate God grieves with us as we pray for the renewal of ourselves
and the creation of which we are called to be stewards. The unmatched assistance
rendered by first responders and an endless array of volunteers, who continue to
provide a supreme example of compassion for one’s neighbors, is a sign of God’s
presence in the midst of tragedy. And, while all of us are called to intensify our
prayers for the victims of Hurricane Harvey, we are likewise called upon to put our
faith into action by contributing to organizations such as International Orthodox
Christian Charities, whose representatives have been “on site” in Texas for several
days. Those who are in a position to contribute in other ways—by collecting and
delivering essential items, clothing, food and water, and cleaning supplies, for
example, or by partnering with local and regional agencies—surely will play an
important role in “making all things new” for those who otherwise might hold little
hope in the days ahead.
And so our prayers for God’s creation have taken on a new meaning this year—one
that is quite personal and immediate. Our thoughts and love are with those who
have suffered—and who continue to suffer—as a result of Hurricane Harvey. Our
faith, put into action, can truly “move mountains” as we grieve with those who
suffer while revealing in our own lives and response that our Lord indeed is
watching over them—and us—as He makes “all things new.”
May our loving and compassionate Creator bless us now and in the days to come,
and may He inspire us to do all that we can, regardless of our personal
circumstances, to bring about the renewal of His creation and His People!
With paternal love and blessings,
+ Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada
Primate of the Orthodox Church in America
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